CITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY, 2 NOVEMBER 2011 

QUESTIONS TO COUNCIL 

EXCERPT ONLY AND INCLUDING COMMENTS FROM THE NEWCASTLE CYCLING CAMPAIGN
Written Question to Councillor Murison,   (WRITTEN 10) 

Cabinet Member for Quality of Life from Councillor Henry Gallagher 

Question 
Would the Cabinet Member set out what steps have been taken, or will be taken, to protect current cycling lanes from inconsiderate parking? 

Written response from Councillor Murison, Cabinet Member for Quality of 

Life 
The city council is committed to developing a cycling culture in Newcastle where, by 2021, 20% of all trips under five miles are undertaken by cycle.  This will contribute towards making the city cleaner, more competitive and its people healthier. Cycling will also contribute to the economic growth of the city by cutting congestion and giving people more reliable journeys to work.  The Cycling Action 

Plan which will be presented to the council early next year, will set out how we will achieve this.  Already we are  

· investing in cycling infrastructure – more that £600,000 this year alone 
on routes to and within the city centre and cycle parking 

· investing in training – in schools and free training for anyone over 16 who lives, works or studies in Newcastle 

· encouraging cycle business growth – supporting the expansion of 

· Scratcbikes bike hire 

· informing cyclists - through regular news updates and Cycle Newcastle webpages
 

· involving cyclists – regular consultation through the Cycling Forum 

We follow best practice and Department of Transport advice for our improvements to cycling infrastructure by looking first to cut vehicle speeds, then reducing the volume of traffic, and increasing safety at junctions before considering installing cycle lanes
. 

Cycle Lanes have been introduced at various locations across the City to promote cycling as a sustainable form of transport. At the moment very few of these cycle lanes have a mandatory legal order to prevent vehicle parking. 

Consideration is being given to the introduction of mandatory restrictions on lengths of the cycle network that are non-residential and suffer from vehicleparking. At the moment enforcement of mandatory cycle lanes is a police matter so it would then be up to the local police to enforce the regulations
. 

A Regulatory and Appeals Sub Committee is currently considering a proposal to change the advisory cycle lanes on Brighton Grove 
to mandatory, enforceable lanes but there are currently no plans to make this change in other locations. 

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��More than half way through the year it is still unclear what exactly the budget will be spent on.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��We welcome the support for Scratchbikes, however have expressed our concerns over the lack of safe cycleways. People tell us over and over again: they don’t cycle because there’s too much traffic, it’s hostile and dangerous, and the pitiful cycle infrastructure does not make sense, it starts and whenever you need it most, the cycle lane’s gone.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��It was through external pressure from the campaign that the council finally promised to improve their website





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��It was, again, through external pressure, and indeed help, from the campaign that cycle forum now has a much clearer purpose, a terms of reference and is held regularly once more. There’s still a long way to go to make it fully functional and its consultation procedure is in dire need of improvements.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Rather disappointingly the hierarchy actually misses to state the most important step: the first rule is to reduction of traffic as listed in the oft-quoted Cycle Infrastructure Design guide. It’s a shame that council officer (who will have drawn up this reply) still doesn’t know their own design and policy books.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Any mandatory status must be coupled with double yellow line status as requested by Prof Stephen Singleton (patron of the Newcastle Cycling Campaign) in the regional strategy: Better Health Fairer Health. And clearly, enforcement (whether police or council – no-one it seems is taking responsibility at the moment) must be brought to bear on offenders. It nothing less than cyclists’ safety that the council tinkers with.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Brighton Grove is another chapter in Newcastle’s patchy cycling policy history. A whole other story in itself. Check our website � HYPERLINK "http://newcycling.org" ��http://newcycling.org� if you are interested in ‘how the council’s highway engineer works’. Check Newcastle news section.





