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Our Ref:  

25 April, 2013 

Gary MacDonald 
Transport Team Manager 
Investment and Development 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne   NE1 8PA 
 
Dear Gary MacDonald, 
 
In support of ‘Newcastle Fit for Cycling’ Cycle City Ambition Bid 
 
The Newcastle Cycling Forum has worked with the council over the years supporting, suggesting 
and cajoling in a positive partnership of cyclists and officers. 

 
The Forum is fully in support of the ‘Newcastle Fit for Cycling’ Cycling City Ambition Bid. We want 
to a see a city that  
 

 Has made progress towards achieving European levels of cycling 
 Is a safer, more attractive place to move through and live in for cyclists and pedestrians 
 Is healthier, more prosperous and sustainable 

 
The vision for this bid is to achieve a 12% cycle mode share for trips under 5 miles and we are 
confident that this can be achieved.                    
 
We look forward to working with our partners to make Newcastle a city that is ‘Fit for Cycling’. 
 
 
Yours sincerely  
  

 
 
Councillor Nigel Todd 
Chair of the Newcastle Cycling Forum

Councillor Nigel Todd 

Chair of the Newcastle Cycling Forum 

Members Services 

Newcastle City Council 

Civic Centre 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE99 2BN 
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Cathy Bull 
Acting Executive Director of Adult Social Care 

Adult and Culture Services Directorate 
Civic Centre, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 8PA 

 Phone. 0191 2116303 Fax. 0191 2114955 
www.newcastle.gov.uk  

 
 

  
Our Ref: DS/NW/Cycling01/220413 
 
22 April 2013 
 
 
In support of ‘Newcastle Fit for Cycling’ Cycle City Ambition Bid 
 
This matter is being dealt with by Dr Dawn Scott, telephone:  0191 211 6443 
 
Dear Mr MacDonald 
 
As the Acting Director of Public Health for Newcastle City Council I am in full support of the above 
mentioned application. Newcastle experiences some of the worst childhood obesity prevalence 
rates in the country. In 2011/12 over 14% of children entering school and over 25% of our year 6 
children were found to be ‘Very Overweight’ (National Child Measurement Programme, 2012). As 
such we have a three tiered plan in place to help address this problem; the physical activity element 
is as follows: 
 

 Prevention and early intervention – increasing physical activity across the general population  
 Targeted family focused prevention and intervention – increasing physical activity in those 

areas of highest need determined through our robust childhood obesity data 
 Increasing activity through our cities physical environment 

 
Newcastle City Council is strongly committed to increasing every day physical activity and has 
plans to invest human and financial resources through the public health grant to increase cycling 
and walking in the city. Our commitment spans the promotion of physical activity at an individual 
level through to changing the very fabric of the city. We believe that individuals are most likely to 
make changes in an environment that positively promotes and supports people to be physical 
activity. The public health team will work across the council, and across the life course to encourage 
cycling by providing revenue to promote and provide information, training, and support to families 
and communities and to increase cycling opportunities. As such we have committed funds to the 
value of 776K to support the revenue costs of this bid. 
 
As stated we have a significant obesity problem in the city and we believe that normalising 
everyday physical activity is one way we can help address this problem. In the spirit of 
‘proportionate universalism’ we therefore plan provide a city wide offer but to focus our efforts in 
those communities most in need. 
 
A steering group is in place to consider how we will increase cycling and walking. Our early thinking 
spans positive promotion through the media, local events and taster sessions; a ’Reclaim your 
public space’ movement has already commenced with local walking events set up as part of our 
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Change4life work – this will develop from walking to cycling as a natural progression; we will 
provide cycle training and re- training for adults and children including Bike Maintenance with early 
ideas to encourage mentorship and apprenticeship schemes helping people on the skills escalator 
and into work. 
 
Revenue has been set aside to undertake this work from the Public Health Grant with 
additional funds for social marketing and proactive communications work with local 
communities also available. 
 
A successful bid for the capital funds would form an essential backdrop to the planned work 
described. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Dr Dawn Scott 
Acting Director of Public Health
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Our Ref: AVD/PRS 

22 April, 2013 

Gary MacDonald 
Transport Team Manager 
Investment and Development 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne   NE1 8PA 
 
 
Dear Gary MacDonald, 
 
In support of ‘Newcastle Fit for Cycling’ Cycle City Ambition Bid 
 
As Cabinet member for Adult Services (including all-age public health) I am happy to support this bid.               
The bidding process is timely given councils, like Newcastle, took on responsibility for leading health 
improvement, earlier this month, as part of Government reform of public health. The link between health 
and being active is very well known and cycling has huge potential to improve health and reduce health 
inequalities; health inequalities that are particularly stark in Newcastle compared to other parts of England. 
 
The Council is strongly committed to increasing opportunities for everyday physical activity - such as 
cycling - and Dr Dawn Scott, our Acting Director of Public Health, has set out what is happening locally, 
including our approach to ‘proportionate universalism’, targeting those most in need. A successful capital 
bid would form an essential backdrop to the work described. We feel action in our city reflects the spirit of 
guidance, such as PH41 from NICE (November, 2012), on cycling and walking. In partnership with others 
we are working through our Health and Wellbeing Board on a Wellbeing Strategy for the city (out for 
consultation now). This highlights good active travel routes and accessible transport is essential for decent 
neighbourhoods and for connectivity between different parts of the region. I am a member of the Board. 
 
We have a significant obesity problem in the city and I believe normalising everyday physical activity is one 
way we can help address this problem. Newcastle has some of the worst childhood obesity prevalence 
rates in the country. In 2011/12 14.5% of children, in reception, were obese (the worst figure in England) 
and some 25% of our year 6 children were found to be ‘very overweight’ (National Child Measurement 
Programme, 2012). We have significant local ambition to address issues in the social gradient and to make 
cycling easier for this and future generations. 
 
To help move the local bid forward I have agreed, in principle, revenue funding from the Public Health 
Grant, with additional funds for social marketing and proactive communications work with local 
communities also available. 
 
Yours sincerely  

  
Councillor Veronica Dunn 
Cabinet Member: Adult and Culture Services 
 
 
 

Councillor Veronica Dunn 

Cabinet Member: 

Adult and Culture Services 

Cabinet Office 

Room 254 

Newcastle City Council 

Civic Centre 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
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Our Ref:  

Your Ref:  

 

 

 
24 April 2013 
 
Gary Macdonald 
Transport Policy Manager  
Newcastle City Council 
Barras Bridge 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 
 
Dear Gary, 
 
Support for Cycling Ambition Bid 
 
I am writing to express the whole-hearted support of the Liberal Democrat Group on Newcastle City Council for the 
Council’s £5M bid for ‘Cycling Ambition’ funding. 
 
The Liberal Democrat Group has always been a strong supporter of cycling in Newcastle, for its obvious benefits to 
reduce carbon emissions, ease traffic congestion, improve the local environment, and promote public health. The 
Liberal Democrat administration drafted the city’s Cycling Strategy in 2011 and, following the change in political 
control, we were pleased that the incoming Labour administration has adopted it and is moving it forward. The 
Strategy received unanimous cross-party support when it was adopted last year. 
 
If there’s anything more I or my colleagues can to support the bid, please let me know. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 
Cllr Gareth Kane 
Opposition Spokesman on Environment & Sustainability 
 

Councillor GARETH Kane 
Liberal Democrat 

Ouseburn Ward 
157 Stratford Road 

Heaton 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE6 5AS 
Tel: 0191 265 9850 

Members’ Services Unit  
Tel: 0191 232 8520 Ext. 25044 

Fax: 0191 211 4959 
www.newcastle.gov.uk 
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County Hall    Morpeth    Northumberland    NE61 2EF   

  Web:  www.northumberland.gov.uk 
 
 

Gary McDonald 
Newcastle City Council 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 

Your Ref: 
Our Ref:

Enquiries to:
Direct Line:

Fax:
E-mail:

Date:

 
RB/RM 
Ruth Bendell 
01670 624141 
01670 625560 
Ruth.Bendell@northumberland.gov.uk 
 
25 April 2013 
 

 
 
 

Dear Mr McDonald, 

In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

Northumberland County Council would like to fully support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid. 
We believe that the bid is deliverable and will benefit cyclists by providing high quality infrastructure. It will be of 
particular benefit to cyclists wishing to access the City Centre from outlying areas, including those from 
Northumberland. 
 
The County Council also confirms our willingness to participate in the delivery of bid proposals, should any cross-
boundary issues or proposals arise. 

Northumberland County Council has a history of successful partnership working with Newcastle City Council, 
including the regional cycle map project and cross-boundary cycle routes. We look forward to continuing our 
successful partnership into the future. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Ruth Bendell 
Head of Sustainable Transport 
Northumberland County Council

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/�
mailto:Ruth.Bendell@northumberland.gov.uk�
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FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 

Dear Mr MacDonald, 

In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

East Coast would like to fully support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid, as we 
believe that the bid is deliverable and will offer significant benefits to those of our customers who 
access our service by cycling to central station. 
 

East Coast also confirms our willingness to participate in the delivery of bid proposals. We are 
open to discussing how projects may impact on the station which is a key hub for sustainable 
transport in the city. 

East Coast has a history of successful partnership working with Newcastle City Council including the 
current £8.6m project to redevelop the station and how it links to the Central Gateway project. We 
look forward to continuing our successful partnership into the future. 
 
East Coast is delivering an 8.6m redevelopment at Newcastle Central Station. This could incorporate 
any proposed enhanced cycle provision provided at the station as part of this bid. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter and 
we wish you well with your application. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Tim Hedley-Jones 
Stations and Property Director
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Laura McVittie 
        The Hub @ Quorum Retail 

Quorum Business Park 
Benton Lane 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE12 8BS 

 
Tel: 0191 287 1148 

Email: laura.mcvittie@quorumbp.co.uk  

FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 
19 April 2013 

 

Dear Mr MacDonald, 

In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

Quorum Business Park is one of the most successful business parks in the UK, located on the edge of Newcastle 
City Centre with 20 tenants employing around 4,500 staff.  
 
We are an award winning Business Park recognised as a best practice case study for travel planning winning the 
BITC Ways2Work Award in 2012 and 2013, ACT Travelwise Commuter Friendly Workplace of the Year in 2011 
and we were recently presented with the NE Business Award for Corporate Responsibility and Environment.  
 
Quorum would like to fully support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid as we believe that the bid 
is deliverable and will offer the following benefits for tenants and employees: 
 

 Improved cycle routes to/from work (particularly the Longbenton Strategic Cycle Route).  
 

 The scheme will help to create a buzz around cycling and should encourage more people to try cycling and 
fit it into their everyday lives and activities. 
 

 Increase training and cycle maintenance opportunities. 
 

 Improve safety for cyclists in the city.  
 

 Improve the health of people in the region and the infrastructure could be used to support the Better Health 
at Work Programmes we have running on the park.  

 

We are also willing to participate in the delivery of bid proposals. I, as the full-time Commuter Centre 
Manager, will continue to promote cycling to all tenants and employees on the park though the following 
initiatives: 

 Active Quorum Bicycle User Group (BUG) with around 200 members.  

mailto:laura.mcvittie@quorumbp.co.uk�
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 Regular events as part of our cycling calendar including DR Bike’s, Group Bike Rides, BUG Meetings 
and Adult Cycle Training sessions.  

 Participation in national campaigns such as Bike to Work Week.  

 Free Pool Bike service for people working at Quorum. 

 Hand out freebies and incentives for cyclist’s i.e. reflective clothing, water bottles, vouchers for local 
bike shops etc.  

 Provide on-site cycling infrastructure and facilities such as covered cycle parking and showers.  

Quorum has a history of successful partnership working with Newcastle City Council including promotion of the 
Bike Right adult cycle training course and cycling events in the City Centre.  We look forward to continuing our 
successful partnership into the future. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Laura McVittie 
Commuter Centre Manager 
Quorum Business Park
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Intu Shopping Centres plc 
The Management Suite 
Eldon Square 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7JB 
 
23rd April 2013 

FAO Mr Gary McDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 

Dear Mr McDonald, 

Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

Intu Metrocentre and Intu Eldon Square, part of Intu Shopping Centres PLC, would like to fully support Newcastle City 
Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid as we believe that the bid is deliverable and will build on current activities at both 
Centres.   
 
Around 10,000 staff work across both shopping centres with many more at peak and with an annual estimated footfall of 59 
million customers. As the landlord we work closely with our tenants (retailers) in all aspects and this includes how people travel 
to the centres.  
 

We also confirm our willingness to participate in the delivery of bid proposals. We will promote new initiatives to both 
staff and customers and provide free-of-charge promotional space to the project. 

Intu (formerly Capital Shopping Centres) has a history of successful partnership working with Newcastle City Council (and 
Gateshead Council) over many years through active travel plans at both Intu Metrocentre and Intu Eldon Square. Each centre 
has a nominated sustainable travel “champion” who work alongside Intu’s Sustainable Travel Manager in all areas of 
sustainable travel. 
 
We are heavily involved in Tyne and Wear’s Local Sustainable Travel Fund project and would expect this project to build on 
the work already planned through that project. 
 
We look forward to continuing our successful partnership into the future. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
Steve Beverley 
Sustainable Travel Manager 

Intu Shopping Centres PLC 

 
 
Intu Shopping Centres plc 
Centre Management Offices 
Metrocentre 
Gateshead 
NE11 9YG 
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FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 
19 April 2013 
 
Dear Mr MacDonald 
 
In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

The Cycle Hub would like to support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid.  
 
Newcastle’s first Cycle Hub, is a social enterprise whose aims are the development of cycling by providing a range of cycling 
related activities and services as well as acting as a focal point for the promotion of cycling in the city. 
 
The Cycle Hub was established in 2012 with private sector funding (£100K) from a number of Newcastle based cycling related 
companies and with broader support from a wide range stakeholders in the regional and in partnership with Newcastle City Council. 
 
The successful first year of operation has seen the establishment of the Hub as a recognized local cycling facility providing a range 
of cycling related activities and services for both local people and visitors to the city.  
 
Facilities include a cycle café, information point, bike hire and workshop, social rides and cycle training for the inexperienced 
cyclist, cycle maintenance courses and a variety of other cycling related social and business events. The Cycle Hub has provided 
employment for 6 people within the first year and is well on the way to being a sustainable model for future such Hubs in the City. 
 
The Cycle Hub welcomes the opportunity to continue to work in partnership with Newcastle City Council and supports the Cycle 
City Ambition Fund Bid.  Plans over the coming 3 years will see The Cycle Hub invest a further £100K in the continued development 
of the facilities and services, increase employment by an additional 4 people.   
 
Working in partnership with other cycling focused local organisations and businesses and the proposed Active Travel Centre in the 
city centre, The Cycle Hub will act as a training and resource centre, encouraging more people to cycle and learn to cycle in a safe, 
fun and relaxing environment on Newcastle’s Quayside.  Cycling training schemes will target groups of people who currently don’t 
cycle to encourage improvements in heath and access to employment.  
 
Located in the Ouseburn The Cycle Hub will work as part of Ouseburn Futures and contribute volunteer time and facilities for the 
DIY streets approach implementation proposed for the Ouseburn community.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Paul Snedker 
Director 
The Active Travel Centre 
 

The Cycle Hub 
Ouseburn,  
Quayside,  

Newcastle upon Tyne  
NE6 1BU 
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FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 
 
19 April 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr MacDonald 
 
In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

Saddle Skedaddle would like to support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid.  
 
Saddle Skedaddle is the UK leading cycling holiday specialist. Based in Newcastle at the Active Travel Centre the company 
as established 16 years ago and has a reputation for good customer service and the high quality of its holidays resulting in 
excellent levels of repeat business.  While Skedaddle offers holidays throughout the UK, Europe and worldwide, 
approximately 50% of its customers undertake holidays that start and finish in Newcastle along the Hadrians Cycle Way, Sea 
to Sea and Coast and Castles 
 
The company employs 13 people full time staff and over 40 guides a significant proportion of which are based in the North 
East.  As a Newcastle based company Saddle Skedaddle is committed to supporting the development of cycling in its home 
town. The directors of the business are involved with a variety of organisations and bodies within the city that help promote 
cycling.   
 
Working in partnership with Newcastle City Council, Saddle Skedaddle has been instrumental in the development of the 
Active Travel Centre and provided part of the funded to help start this social enterprise.   
 
Saddle Skedaddle welcomes the opportunity to continue to work in partnership with Newcastle City Council and supports the 
Cycle City Ambition Fund Bid and will continue to volunteer management time to help in the implementation of what it believes 
is a deliverable plan that will provide a variety of economic social health and environmental benefits to the city.  
 
Located in the Ouseburn Saddle Skedaddle will work as part of Ouseburn Futures and contribute volunteer time for the DIY 
streets approach implementation proposed for the Ouseburn community  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
 
Andrew Straw 
Director 
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Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
  
19 April 2013 
  
Dear Mr. MacDonald 
  
Reference Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid 
  
Hopkirks Cycle Centre would like to support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid.  
  
My family business was established in 1936 and we’ve been successfully getting more bums on saddles since then.  It’s 
our pleasure to support the Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid.   
  
We sell a number of big international brands as well as some niche products from closer to home.  Everyone at Cycle 
Centre is a regular cyclist and we offer our expertise to families and other folks who’d like to take up cycling or who 
want to start using their bikes more frequently.   
  
We work in partnership with Newcastle City Council and many other local employers such as Sage, Newcastle 
Hospitals Trust, the Department for Work and Pensions, Nissan and many more to encourage people to cycle to work.  
We support  the Sustrans Bike It officers in encouraging families to cycle more.  This bid offers a great opportunity to 
further develop our work with Newcastle City Council in encouraging all forms of cycling.   
  
I’d be happy for you to contact me should you require any help. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Jill Hetherington 
Director 
  

  
 
250 Shields Road 
Newcastle 
NE6 1DX 
  
0191 2651472 
sales@cyclecentreuk.co.uk 
www.cyclecentreuk.co.uk 

mailto:sales@cyclecentreuk.co.uk�
http://www.cyclecentreuk.co.uk/�
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FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 

Dear Mr MacDonald, 

In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

Recyke y'bike would like to fully support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid as we believe that 
the bid is deliverable and will offer the Cycling City constituency a central organisation to meet their daily 
requirements to keep them on the road and to help to keep cars out of the city.    
 
Recyke y'bike also confirms our willingness to participate in the delivery of bid proposals. We have been 
recycling bikes for almost 7 years and we receive around 200 donated bikes each month and sell cheap 
refurbished and reliable bikes to students, commuters and families in the north east.  We offer repairs and 
servicing and training in bike maintenance to keep cyclists on the road and we offer training to qualify around 
45 regular volunteers as bike mechanics.  Our mission is to get more cyclists on the road – in line with the 
Ambition Fund bid. 
 
As a charity and social enterprise we are not in a position to offer cash support but we will fully support the 
bid in kind providing the expertise of our Board of Trustees, our social media marketing networks and our 
history of campaigning for cycling in the city. 
 
Recyke y'bike has a history of successful partnership working with Newcastle City Council including inception and 
implementation of the Newcastle Bike Film Festivals; participation in the Bike Week; support for the Council’s Bike 
User Group; active membership of the Cycling Forum and promotion of the Healthy City initiative. We look forward 
to continuing our successful partnership into the future. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Pete Pickard 
General Manager 
Recyke y’bike 
 
 

 
                     A Charity and a social enterprise 

Unit 2 Railway Arch 
Hannington St, 

Byker, 
Newcastle NE6 1JT  

                            Tel  0191 265 4197 
                        Mobile  07737526020 
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Sustrans 

Cross House 
Westgate Road 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
 NE1 4XX 

T: 0191 261 6160 
F: 0191 261 4500 

Information: 0845 113 00 65 
                  www.sustrans.org.uk 

 
Gary MacDonald 
Transport Team Manager 
Investment and Development 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne   NE1 8PA 
25 April, 2013 

 
Dear Gary, 

In support of ‘Newcastle Fit for Cycling’ Cycle City Ambition Bid 
 
Sustrans would like to fully support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid. We have been working very closely 
with you for many years on sustainable transport projects and believe that the Council has reached a critical point with both the 
political will and clear vision to make a step change in the City’s travel culture. Working alongside the Cycle Forum, we have 
helped to shape and inform your Cycling Strategy which sits at the heart of the bid. This ensures the buy in of not just Sustrans 
but the wider cycling community. Added to this is the Council’s significant investment plans to use transport, local development 
and public health funding to make major improvements to support sustainable travel in the City; creating a real sense among 
stakeholders that we are moving in a very positive direction. However, to make that critical ‘step’ change the City will need the 
financial boost of the Cycling Ambition Bid to deliver truly transformational change.  
 
To support you in your ambition, Sustrans are able to offer match funding set out in the table below: 
 

Project element Match funding amount  (£) Funding period 

DIY Streets / Local Centres 100,000  2013-2015 

Active Travel Centre and 
Community Outreach 

120,000 2013-2016 

 
 
Sustrans have an 18-year history of successful partnership working on sustainable transport projects with Newcastle and we 
would be very keen to work with you on the delivery of your bid should you win. Having seen the detail of your proposals set 
against the support framework and funding you have in place, we feel this is highly deliverable and a unique opportunity to 
generate enormous social, economic and environmental benefits for the City.  
 
We look forward to continuing our successful partnership into the future. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
Bryn Dowson 
Director, North East England 
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    CTC’s local campaigning network 

 

 
 

32 Hawthorn Walk 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE4 7HP 
 

Tel: 0191 273 8042 
Email: heatherevans.ctc@virgin.net 

 
14 April 2013 
 
Gary Macdonald 
Newcastle City Council 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 
Dear Gary  
 
Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 
 
CTC would like to fully support Newcastle City Council's Cycle City Ambition fund bid as we believe that the bid is 
deliverable and will provide significant benefits for cyclists of all abilities. 
 
We also confirm our willingness to participate in the delivery of the bid proposals and we especially look forward to 
be being involved at the detailed design stage of the infrastructure schemes in the bid. 
 
CTC has a history of working closely with Newcastle City Council on cycling infrastructure schemes, and we look 
forward to continuing to do so in the future. 
 
Please contact me if you need any further details. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Heather Evans 
 
CTC local campaigner – Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, Durham 
CTC, the national cycling charity  
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Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 
 
19th April 2013 
 
 
Dear Gary, 
 
Re: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund Bid 
 
I am writing with regards to your application for significant funding to the Department of Transport for a 
“Cycle City Ambition” grant. 
 
Newcastle City Council has committed to a formal partnership in 2013/14 with British Cycling to increase 
recreational cycling participation in the area. Together we will work closely with the Council’s transport 
team, leisure services, public health authorities, the County Sports Partnership and other cycling 
stakeholders in the city to ensure a solid foundation to a joined up approach to cycling promotion. 
 
Through a range of initiatives such as Sky Ride Local, Breeze and Social Cycling Groups we aim to 
continue our promotion of cycling activity to local residents and visitors alike. With the Olympic, Paralympic 
and Tour de France successes of 2012, we continue to inspire further participation at grass-roots level and 
bring greater use to the new and existing cycling infrastructure in Newcastle upon Tyne. 
 
This summer will see a mass-participation cycling event in central Newcastle, which will attract thousands 
of cyclists onto a traffic free route to take part in the City’s first Sky Ride event. This will be a very high 
profile event and will be an excellent opportunity to highlight the various cycling projects, clubs and 
opportunities to cycle in the area and will also kick start the Sky Ride Local programme of guided rides. 
 
As such I can confirm, on behalf of British Cycling, our support to you in your application for a Cycle City 
Ambition grant. This would enable more infrastructure development to provide even more opportunities and 
places for people to cycle and subsequently with our partnership work increase cycling participation in the 
area.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Peter Riddell 
Recreation Manager (North East) 
British Cycling 
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Gary Mc Donald 

Newcastle City Council  

 

Dear Gary: 

The Ouseburn Trust is pleased to support Newcastle City Council’s Cycling City Ambition fund application. It 
complements the support offered by Ouseburn Futures, with whom the Trust works collaboratively on activities that 
affect the Ouseburn Valley.  
 
As one of the oldest established community groups in the Ouseburn Valley the Trust is in a unique position of having 
an overview of the majority of projects and plans for the area. We undertake many regeneration activities across a 
number of different programmes. One of these is the Victoria Tunnel, the number one visitor attraction in Newcastle 
on Trip advisor, and as a responsible tourism destination are keen to support more environmentally methods of 
transport.  
 
Our work requires us to work with a wide range of partners and feedback from them suggests that alternative 
methods of transport are healthy and lead to greater levels of community engagement. We know from first hand 
experience that many of the Trust’s staff and visitors use the existing cycle routes and would like to have more.  
 
 
We are firmly convinced that this application would have many beneficial affects on the valley and the city generally 
and wholeheartedly give our support to the application.     

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Peter Kay 

Chief Officer

18 | 04 | 2013 
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Ouseburn Futures       
LIVE WORK PLAY AND LEARN IN NEWCASTLE’S HISTORIC VALLEY  

 

To: Gary MacDonald, Newcastle City Council        17/4/2013  

 

Dear Gary,  

Ouseburn Futures would like to state their support for Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition Fund bid.  

Ouseburn is a unique location on the edge of the City Centre. Once the cradle of Tyneside’s industrial revolution its 
striking townscape has been re‐invigorated through imaginative, culture led regeneration. It is home to around 400 
businesses, including a nationally recognised creative cluster, has an expanding residential population with 500 homes 
at present and a further 800 new units expected by 2016, attracts 400,000 visitors per year to its family attractions 
and arts and music venues and is the location of Newcastle’s first Active Travel Centre. Hadrian’s Cycleway runs along 
its southern boundary and the proposed Walker Strategic Cycle Route runs to the north.  

The opportunity to apply the DIY Streets approach to Ouseburn would allow us to take a comprehensive look at the 
varied transport needs in the area. To maintain the ‘urban village’ character, improvements should prioritise 
pedestrians and cyclists to create direct, safe routes to schools, services and employment, while still supporting a 
vibrant business community and maintaining the area as a family friendly and night‐time visitor destination.  

We feel that improvements to the area are highly deliverable ‐ Ouseburn Futures are already working closely with 
Newcastle City Council to develop community led transport proposals, and a key pedestrian and cycle crossing point 
will be put in place this financial year. There are also a number of significant opportunities to improve infrastructure 
around development sites that are either currently on site or coming forward in the near future.  

We are keen to work with Newcastle City Council to deliver these proposals. Representation on the Ouseburn Futures 
Group provides a strong base from which to engage with the local community on the development of plans, and we 
will co‐ordinate this input. Our support will be ‘in kind’ volunteer time of approximately 2 days per month. We will 
push for appropriate amounts of Section 106 and Community Infrastructure Levy to be spent on pedestrian and 
cycling related projects, encourage our businesses, organisations, visitors and residents to use the improved 
infrastructure and we will seek additional sources of community based funding.  
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Ouseburn Futures was established in summer 2012 and is made up of organisations, businesses, residents and 
individuals with an interest in the area. Newcastle City Council devolved ownership of the area’s regeneration plan to 
the group in February 2013, with the aim to deliver future phases of regeneration with the Council as an equal 
partner. This follows on from many years of successful partnership working by the Ouseburn Management Board, the 
Ouseburn Regeneration Team and the Ouseburn Partnership. In terms of transport these groups have overseen the 
production of the Ouseburn Parking and Accessibility Study and the delivery of traffic calming schemes, cycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure improvements, and a signage and information scheme.  

Yours,  

 

Sue Bright  

Ouseburn Futures c/o Newcastle Autocentre (Byker) Ltd 

Hannington Place 

Newcastle upon Tyne NE6 1JU  

Chair: Sue Bright sue@newcastleautocentre.co.uk
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19th April 2013. 

Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 

Dear Mr MacDonald, 
 
Re: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 
 
I am writing to you to state Kids Kabin’s support for the Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition Fund 
bid.  Kids Kabin is a charity providing practical, hands-on educational opportunities for young people in some 
of the most disadvantaged areas of Newcastle – specifically Walker, Cowgate and Byker.  We run a wide 
range of practical and creative workshops and activities including woodwork, pottery, cookery, drama, 
glasswork and other arts.   
 
In addition to these we also run a wide range of cycling and cycling related activities.  We have a bike repair 
workshop, we take children and families on bike rides, we run repair sessions with schools and we run street 
based, mobile bike repair sessions.   
 
Consequently, we are supportive of this bid.  We are particularly interested in how children and families from 
disadvantaged neighbourhoods can cycle more and feel safer when cycling.  The plans about ‘People 
Friendly Suburbs’, ‘Cycle Friendly Areas’ and ‘Cycle 4 Health Areas’ all have huge potential to complement 
the work we do.  We are already working with the Change 4 Life programme to deliver a range of cycling 
activities in Walker and Byker (as mentioned above).  
 
We would be interested in working together to promote these projects where and when we can.   
 
Please contact me if you wish to discuss this further, 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Will Benson 
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19th April 2013 

FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 

Dear Mr MacDonald, 

In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

Seven Stories - National Centre for Children’s Books would like to fully support the Ouseburn 
Futures response to Newcastle’s Cycle City Ambition bid. We believe that the bid is deliverable 
and is a demonstrable commitment to Newcastle’s carbon neutral aims.  More importantly, 
particularly for an organisation such as ours whose primary focus is children and young people, 
it will make the City safe,  more accessible and easier to move around for residents and 
visitors, and will contribute to vital sustainability and environmental targets that ensure 
greater wellbeing for the families of the future.  

Seven Stories – National Centre for Children’s Books is a significant family visitor attraction, 
with around 80,000 visitors per year.  These visitors are attracted from Newcastle, the 
Northeast region, across the UK and beyond. It is essential that there are safe and direct 
pedestrian and cycle routes, to encourage healthy days out and good connections to city 
centre destinations and transport hubs. This bid would provide a valuable opportunity to 
review accessibility for disabled visitors and to better manage journeys made by coach and 
car. 

We have a history of successful partnership working with Newcastle City Council, Nexus and other 
cultural venues on transport and sustainability initiatives and public transport promotions. We look 
forward to continuing our successful partnership into the future. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Kate Edwards 
Chief Executive  

Seven Stories – The National Centre for Children’s Books 
30 Lime Street, Ouseburn, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 2PQ 

Tel: 0845 271 0777 
www.sevenstories.org.uk 

Registered Charity Number: 1056812 

http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/�


 

101 Newcastle Fit for Cycling Cycle City Ambition bid 

 

 
19th April 2013 

FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 

Dear Mr MacDonald, 

In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund bid 

I, Sharon Thomas and the Toffee Factory Team would like to fully support Newcastle City Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund 
bid as we believe that the bid is deliverable and will offer the following benefits: 
 

 Improved safety for cyclists 
 Health and happiness of newly recruited cyclists, where exercise will be part of a more regular routine – especially 

important as pools and leisure centres closing 
 Improved air quality for cyclists, residents and pedestrians – great for asthma sufferers and everyone else 
 Safety for pedestrians as fewer cars on road 
 Improved speed of public transport, as fewer cars on the road (especially with the dedicated cycling lanes) 
 A more friendly, laid back feel to the City rather than hostile, aggressive environment 
 Long-term thinking about the sustainable future of the City  
 Individuals saving a huge amount on alternative means of travel, so more to spend elsewhere within the City  
 Envy and renown nationally and internationally, and lots of positive press and publicity Newcastle City Council leading 

the way for positive change – being at the forefront of innovative new thinking and starting the cycling revolution! 
 
Toffee Factory is managed on behalf of Newcastle City Council by Creative Space Management. This partnership works well, 
and we have a brilliantly designed building with cycle racks outside the building and showers and lockers on each floor for 
cyclist’s use. Because of this, around 1/5 of the employees in our building’s 24 individual companies cycle regularly, which 
goes up in the summer months to a substantial amount of people cycling to work. Some travel up to 30 miles a day, to and 
from work.  
 
We purchased 4 bikes when we set up the building, which we loan out free for people within Toffee Factory to use, especially 
for those who can’t cycle to work. We also have strong links with the neighbouring Bike Hub/Hopkirks, who service our 4 bikes 
and also run a regular bike surgery here for our tenants, to encourage them to get to know their bikes and promote safer 
cycling. Our own bikes are used for nipping along to town or to meetings, or cycling home at lunchtime, and the bikes have 
been a great success, so I can only imagine that improved cycleways will capitalise on this further. Our building is adjacent to 
Hadrian Cycleway, and we have been fully supportive on the consultation process of having double yellow lines installed along 
that route – in fact the Council are hopefully implementing them this month. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further assistance in relation to this matter. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Sharon Thomas 
 
Customer Service Administrator       
Toffee Factory 
Lower Steenbergs Yard 
Quayside 
Newcastle upon Tyne  
NE1 2DF
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FAO Mr Gary MacDonald 
Newcastle City Centre 
Civic Centre 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE1 8QH 
 
24th April 2013 
 
Dear Mr Gary MacDonald, 
 
In regards to: Newcastle City Council Cycle City Ambition Fund Bid 
 
St Anthony’s Youth Education & Support (SAYES) would like to fully support Newcastle City 
Council’s Cycle City Ambition fund bid as we believe that the bid is deliverable and will offer the 
following benefits, improved health benefits for children and young people from the East End of 
the City through the community outreach initiative as well as increasing their confidence to use 
cycle friendly area’s to get about on a daily basis. 
 
St Anthony’s Youth Education & Support (SAYES) also confirms our willingness to participate in 
the delivery of bid proposals. We will continue to deliver our bike repair and maintenance project at 
the youth centre so that children and young people have access to safe and road ready bikes.   
 
St Anthony’s Youth Education & Support has a history of successful partnership working with 
Newcastle City Council.  We look forward to continuing our successful partnership into the future. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information in relation to this matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Jodie Grieveson  
Project Manger 

 

 

 

 

 

Charity Registration: 1130531     Company Number: 6917895 

SAYES @ John Boste Youth 
Centre 

Welbeck Road 
Walker 

Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE6 3BT 

Tel: 0191 262 6451 
Fax: 0191 263 8692 


